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God who at. ſundry times, and in divers 
manners ſpake in time paſt unto the Fa- 
tbers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son, .&C. 


LEH N theſe words, there-is contained 
BEGS ( as | have before ſhewed) 


| 1. A deſcription of Revela- 
= tion, tis God's ſpeaking. 

Do" 2. TheCertiinty of it, 'cis by" 
way of declaration, God who-at ſundry times; 8c. 
*Tis taken for granted. 

'3- The Order obſerved in delivering this Re- 
velation, it was at ſundry times, andin divers man* 
ners, GCC, | 

4. The Perfe&tion and Concluſion of all, 'tis 
in theſe laſt days by his Son. 


Linder the Second I have ſhewed, 


1. That God has aQtually revealed his Will 


at. ſundry times, and. in divers manners, 


A 3 2, What 
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2. Whar are the CharaQters of true Reve- 
Jation. - 

. Iam now in order to prove that the Scrip- 
cures of the 01d and New Teſtament do contain the 
Matrer of Divine Revelation,” and+have upon 
chem the CharaRers belonging to it. 


In which there are two things to be conſi- 
; 17 | 
. The Matter contained in Scripture. 
2. The Books containing that Matter. 
Which two will admit of a diſtin Conl! ders 


tion. For, 


 (1.) Theſe two, the Matter and Ho Books, 
were originally diſtiad ; for the Matter was-re- 
vealed before ic was written , and would have 
been of the ſame Authorky , if gowricten, as 
written, The writing not being effencial to the 
Authority, but only made uſe of as a fic means 
for the conveyance and preſervation. of the 
Matter. 

(2.) Theſe two are capable of a different proot : 
For the matter of Scripture was confirmed by Mi- 
racles, and had a Divine Atreftation given to it: 
But we don't find the like Teſtimony given to 
the Books. There were Miracles upon Miracles, 
tO > confirm the truth, ſuppoſe, contained in the 

our 


' The Divine Autbority of the Sctiptmrty 


Four Evangelitts ; bar none/to-prove thole Four 
Goſpels to be wrote by Perſons infpired; of that 
hs were the Books wrote by them. For thar has 
another ſort of Evidence, tobe neaireriaquired 


into, 


. *Txs fic theſe two ſhould' be conidered 
apart as. 


c 1.) If we weretodiſcourſe with \ptclelld {a- 
fidel, we muſt begin with the Truch of -che Mac- 
ter, and then proceed to the Authority of the 
Books: And we may make Conyerts {avoha, Apo- 
Mes and othets in thoſe primitive times. did) 
the proof we are able to make of the Taith and 
Authority of our Religion, though at the proſenc | 
we have not che Books, ' - by 42 i gtjh 

(2.) {rs of nokale advantage. - 2. Forby liand- 
ling the Matter apart from the Books, we need 
not for the preſent concern our felves 'in whe 
Doubts and Objeftiens about the Books 1 ſack as 
the ſuppoled Inconſitencies in'Scripture z the: ya- 
rious Readings ; the uncertainty of the Authors ; 
the Subje& of lnſpitarion, whether words as wor! 
as matter, Cc. 

Theſe being laid aſide for the preſent, be this 
diſtinct confideration of the: Matter and. the 


Books, will ſhorten our Work ; and it 'we prove 
the 
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. the matter to be of Divine origina), we alſo gain 
a great point toward the - proof of the Books 


themſelves. 
I am to begin with the Matter contained in 


Scripture. | 

Now that is of a diverſe nature, and therefore 
-according to the nature of it, ſois its Authority. 
For there is matter of Fa&, and Hiſtorical Rela- 
tions of things ; and when we ſay theſe are of 
Divine Authority, we thereby mean they were 
recorded and-commicted to writing by the Ap- 
pointment, Direftion or Command ' of | God. 
\oain, there are Matcers of a moral nature, 
which might be found our by,and are theDiCtates 
. of pure Reaſon; and when we ſay theſe are of 
Divine Authority, we thereby underſtand that 
they are authoriſed by the Divine Command, 
as well as in their own nature obligatory. In 
which caſes holy men of God ſpake,and wrote, as they 
Tere moved, incited, by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet.n.2 1. 

But the more eſpecial way was when the Mat- 
cerwas purely of Divine Revelation, and wholly 
proceeding from it ; and though chis were not to 
be learned, and found out by Reaſon (as has been 
before ſhewed) yer 'tis agreeable to it; as I ſhall 
now proceed to prove ; and that I ſhall do in. 


this order. 


tia. 
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WO ſhall 'conſider ; The Claim which the 
Matter of Scripture hath to Revelation and In- 
ſpiration. | 
The'Charadters ypon which that Claim is 


protnded.” 
3. The Proof by which that Claim to )Revela- 


tion. is made good. 


els 1: 17hall confider the Clans; &c. And that 
is, If. che Matter contained in the Scripture be 
nota Revelation from God, and the True Reve- 
lation, then there neither is, norever was, for 
can my ſuch a Revelarion. | 

1 Thar-be not a Divine Revelation, there 
15NO. oRe ;elacion ; for as That denies ind rejets 
al Repulition bed des it felf;fo there-is note other 
that can-produce ſuch Exidence for ies. And con- 
ſequently, if notwithſtanding the Evidence prb- 


ducible for Scripture; : Thatis not to be.-admitted 


for Diyine,..then there is no. Revelation:etiſtent 


in the World, ſiaceſno. other:has. the Evidence” 
which Thar appears to have. This we may leave - 


ro any indifterent perſon to judge of,” by'com- 


paripg the Alcoran with the Bile; 'and che Chineſe” 
Divinzty of. a Confativs, withphat of Chriftlanicy. 
2. If this benota Revelation from Gott} then: 


there never has been ſuch a Revelation; and 
B , "una 
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is no other. Revelation; excant ſave, this. But if 
there ever had been a Reyet: ation, 39d a Revela; 
tion delign'd far all Mankind. (as thar of the'Go- 
ſpel apparently i is ), what Was once, odd. al- 
ways and forever afterwards have been exiſtent; 
fince the ſame reaſon there was once for a Reve- 
lation to Mankind, the ſame would have been 
for the Continuance of it; and the ſame [Divine 
Goodneſs that took care there ſhould/be a Reve- 
lation, would certainly have taken the like care 
for the preſerving of it. Bur if; there-be no Re- 
velation, ( as thereis not, if the Scripture be not 
that Revelation ) then there never-was a'Reve- 
lation; and ſo all that has been: before ſaid upon 
this Arguwent, abour the Exiſtence, ns, 
as, Neceſtity of 2 Revelation, mu gorfor no 
ing. i 
3- If the Scripture be 'not of Divine Revela- 
tion, then-there never can þe a Reyelation; or ar 
traſt, ſuch a Revelation as ſhall oblige us to re- 
ceive and believe'it: Since there can”be no 
fronger Evidence produced for the Proof of it, 
than there is for that of Scripture. And cherefore 
be that will, pretend not to believe the Scripture- 
Reyelation for want of ſufficient Evidence, can 
never be convinced of the Truth of any Revela- 
tion, 


| "rhar forthe Reaſon before given, = tie 
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tion,, . For » what . berter Evidence can be given, 
as to:the Matter, the Perſons Iaſpired,'the:Super- 
ratural Proofs of Miracles and Prophecy ,vsc. 
than what we have for the Scripture? _ 

| Admit then that there is, or ever was, or may 
be aDivine Revelation, we may be-certain that 
the Matter contained in Scripture is of that na» 
ture. 
But though this muſt be allowed to be a good 
ſtep toward the Proof of the Divine Authority 
of Scripture; yet it remains to conſider what 
that Evidence is which is thus peculiar to Scri- 
pture-Revelation, and that none beſides eyer 
have or can have : And thisis the Subje& of the 


Second General : 
Which is to conſider, 


2. The Characters belonging to Revelation; 

upon which that Claim is grounded. 
That Revelation may be diſtinguiſhed from 
Impoſture and-mere Pretence, there mult be pro- 
r Characters that are eſſential to Revelation ; 
without which Marks of diftintion, we muſt do 
by it as few bave done, and totally reje&it; or 
elſe as the Romans did by the Deities of other 
Countries, that admitted all into their Calendar, 
we muſt refuſe none, Bur fince there has been 
B 2 a Res 


pl Rovelacicn " Qs + all Mankindaye beerr ihcline® 
to believe!);. and KeverabtPretonces:t0:it (as the 
experience of: all Ages thas ſhewed/)p weimutt 
. followzhe dire&tioniof' Scripture; which'not on» 

Ly warns ms" of- falſe Prophets; and'exhorts” w$.to 
© try the Spirits;\ bur dorhralſoofurniſh us: withiſuch' 
Charadters,' as wilt enable us to diſtinguiſh the' 
true: fromthe falſe.” 

And: this! dire@ion, 'methinks, may paſs for 
one Character; according to that of-our Saviour, 
Job:-34'20, 21. Every one that dothevil, or ſpeak-' 
eth falſly, hateth the light, leſt bis deeds ſhould be res 
proved, and his Preterices diſcovered. - But he-that 
doeth and ſpeaketh trath, cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may, be made manife Pt, that they are wrought in 
Godz/'or that what he ſaich, may appear to bea 
Revelation from him. 

Now. when the-Revelacion ſo called doth 
thus 'offer cit ſelf-ro-an impartial trial, and ex- 
horts' and: requires all perſons to' examine and 
make enquiry, and lays down ſuch Rules, Prin- 
ciples, 'and CharaRters, as-in-the opinion of all 
men are ſufficient to diſtinguiſh'the true from the 
falſe, 'cis an undoubted ſign that ir is able to ju- 
ſtify i it ſelf, and to make ont its Claim to: a Di- 


vine Authority, by a correſpondence to thoſe 
CharaQers. 


By 
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' By®this che 'Staipeure isxiftingaiſhed-from all 
—_ ; for though there were ſe\eral among the 
Feathers Area chat prerended-th/ derive cheir” 


— 


Eaws from'the-direftion of theit+ gods: ret it 


was-ratheri co |ptevent Enquiry; «than engourage 
ic; and'co-oblige theipeoplerro an-abſolare fub- 
miſſion : For-xho might diſpute that which: che 
godscommanded ?. Or who durſt {ſO muchas: en- 
quire, whete the Fear of Religion refirained them ? |; 

But to expoſe it ſelf. to-a trial,- and tarequire 
that /men examine before they receive and-be- 
lieve, and co give:them {uch figns as thall-ferve 
tO deſcribe the > Truth, and dere& {mpoſture, is 
peculiar ro the Scripture... From hence therefore 
it 15 that ſhall produce {ch Characters ag:.will 
give that a Title ro Divine Authority, andoblige 
us to a belief of it. And what are ſuck), - if 
theſe are not? viz. That it could:e0me- oj 
from God,. is worthy of him, and has:a Divine 
and Supernatural Evidence to. atteſt jr, , Where 
theſe are, there is 2a Divine Authoritvz: there is a 
Revelation. Ard. thele1 ſhalt ſhew do belbog 
to what the Seriptute propoles as fuch;  - 

1. Ic is 3 Character belonging to Revelation, 
and aiſign of >the Truth of it, when-it appatent- 
ly has God for the Author, and can proceed from 
none but him. This is a Character, I preſume, 

will . 


aſtin. 
lt. l. 3. 


wiltgpon. exarpiaation be-fount! 0 helong wo to 
Scriptuces | 44919) 21997 44 den lynch 
 "As1 hall now' attempt to prove: by; conſider. 
ing that which is the chief ſubject of 1; and that 
is the Revelation:of God's Will ro Mankind, - 

Here 1 (hallpremile and-take for granted, 

r.. That God having created Man ,: created 
him in a ſtate of Innocency and Putity ; for being 
infinitely Good, it is not to be conceived that he- 
made any thing evil inir ſelf. 

2. That Man fell from this happy ſtate ; of 
innocent he became guilty ; of a pure, he became 
a depraved' crearure, as the experience of all 
Ages ſhews him now to be. 

3- That Almighty God was diſpoſed to par- 
don and admit him again to favour. 

Upon this ſtate of things the Scripture pro- 

ceedst And becauſe it was impoflible for Man 
to find out of himlelf the way and means by 
which he might be reſtored, there needed a Re- 
velation to inform him in ir. 

I grant there is a Natural Means, and whar the 
' reaſon of the thing ſuppoles to be neceſlary to 
our Reconciliation, and that is Repearante. 

But that this is of it ſelf a Means fufficient, 
and upon which alone God will be reconciled to 
the Offenders, has been always coun of; as is 

evi- 
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evident froms5 the feveral:. ways of Atgnement,, 
andelpecially of- $eerifices, practiſed in gll parts 
of the world... - For: fiace God js: the, Gavernos 
of the world, it:ſeems no more reconcilable with 
his Juſtice; Sad conſiltear with that Authorizy he 
is to maintain, to: pardon all Offenders upan.Re- 
pentance,.than it 1s conſiſtent with che 'ends of 
Government. among men, to: accept, of .,the 
Offenders Penicence as a full Sarisfg&tion to,the 
Law, -and toremit the-Penaity thzeatned. 

We have an Inſtance-to the contrary, 1n this 


| very cale ; when notwithſtanding a ſuppoſed Re- 


tance in, Matkind, God inflicted the' Penalty 
threatned, In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 
dye. Now therefore, fince the natural Means: 
of propitiating Almighty God was not ſufficiens, 
there is ſomewhat: further in relerve,; and wha: 
tharis, none could- tel], but he who had it ja his - 
own power.what to accept, and what to refulc ; 
it was for him to reveal, that was to inſticure. 

And if we take a view of the Scheme of - what 
the Scripture lets before us as to this. matter, it 


will abundantly confirm what 1 have propoled * 
as a Character of Reyelation, and: that is; I hat 


it is from God, and only from him... 
The Sum of which is, That ſince Mankind 
had thus lapſed intoa Preternatural State, in which 


through - 


= L6- e.- 


_ 


whn was TO God indrdeb to-ZRefſtict: 
tion and-Reconciliation; ic WasGefi igned"thar the 
Son of:God himſelf ſhoald beeoniea Mediator by 

a preſent Stipulation, and:ina-prefixedtime;, by an 
hQual Undertakingito dye forts} That accord; ing- 
ly, inteſtimon ony of 'God'satcgprance of the Arone- 
ment, and -ef-his Reconciliation, 'the: Son. _ 
from thedead, and aftendedTinto* Heaven; 
there our Interceſlor, and the Diſpenſer of al 
thoſe Gifts, and that: [upervenient Grace which 
is necellary t co the reforming Mankind, andithe 
firting them for thac ftate he is now inveſted{ in, 
and has promiſed to beſtow upon ſuch as-are 
qualified for it. - 

Now' who is there, *that.gpon a pibeios of 
theſe ſeveral Particulars that: do conftitute” the 
Chriſtian Religion, and make up the chief Sub- 
ject of Scriptural Revelation, can pretend that 
this was to be found out by Human 'Confidera- 
tion and Enquiry; or rather, that” muſt nor 
grant it proceeded from God ? Eſpecially if itbe 
obſerved what a wonderful Intermixture there is 
in this Scheme, 'of the Divine Mercy :and' Ju- 
ſtice; of his- Mercy in pardoning the Sinner, 
and of his Juſtice'in requiring an Atonement. 
What 
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What a repreſentation of his Hatred to Sin on 
one hand, when God eftabliſhed fo valuable an 
Atonement as the Blood of his own Son ; and 
of his Favour and Love to Mankind, when he 
' ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him np for us all ? 
What a foundation for our Hope on one hand, 
when he accepted of the Propitiation ; and what a 
dread of offending is there on the-other, when 
he that knew no ſin, / was made a fui-offering for us $ 
-.. All which laid together, doconfirm the Truth 
of this Character, andthe Title thar the Scri- 
pture-Revelation hath to it. 

But there is ſomewhat further to be added in 
Proof of - this Point, That ic was a Revelation 
from God ; and that is, The many Prophecies 
that are interwoven with ic in Scripture; which 
could proceed from none. but Him who. alone 
has all Cauſes and Events.in. his Power, and {o 
alone could foretell how thole 'Caules would 
operate, and what ſhould be the Events of ſuch 
Operation. . ,Theſe being the chief part of the 
| Revelation concerning the whole Scheme of 
Man's Salvation ,, confirm what I have before 
faid, That it was from God , and from Him 
alone. But this muſt. be reſerved to its proper 
place, under the Third. General Head. 
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YI. A Character neceſſarily belonging to Di- 
vine Revelation, is,, That it be worthy of God, 
and what becomes the Majeſty of Heavea to 
make known to Mankind. 

When we ay it is to be worthy of him, there- 
by is meant, that-it is ſuitable to the Perfections 
of his Nature, to his Holineſs and Juſtice, his 
Goodneſs and Mercy , his Wiſdom and Pow- 
er, &c. To which, and all of which, a Reyela- 
tion truly ſo, can.no more. be repugnant, than 
God himſelf can be other than he is, and deſti- 
tute of thole Pertections which are effential 
to him. | | 

In diſcourſing upon which, we may obſerve, 

1. That it cannot be denied, but the Revela- 
tion of himſelf ro Mankind is worthy of God, 
though it be an Infinite Condeſcenſton. 

It was an Infinite Condeſcenhion in the Deity, 
that had all in himſelf, to make ſuch a Creature 
as Man, and it is no more unworthy of God 
eo reveal himſelf to-him, than it was to make 
| him, For what other reaſon, was there for the 
making ſuch a Creature, and the enduing him 
with the Light of Reaſon, bur thac he might 
own, honour, and ſerve the Author of his Being ? 
And ſince to know and acknowledge God, _ 
| chie 
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chief end for which Man was made, it is as much 


becoming Almighty God to reveal himſelf to 
him, as ic was to make him for the knowledge of 
himſelf. h | 

2. That is a thing worthy. of God to reveal], 
which is a.thing worthy of God co do: And ſuch 
is. the Recovery and Reftoration of Man tothe 
like condition he was created in, and unhappily 
fell from; for that isa kind of Re-making him, 
and giving bim a New Being : And fince a New 
Being, is ta a Depraved Being, what Being was 
to No Being, it is as nauch becoming Almighty 
God from adepraved ſtate to raiſe him. to a ſtate 


of Purity and Holineſs, as it was at the fuft co. 


give Him a Being that before had none. 
Andthis is the great Subject of whac we call 
Divine Revelation.z which. as. it reſpe&ts Man, 
may come under a Twofold Confideration z,and 
that is, the Perfetion of Human Nature, and 
the Happineſs of Mankind. 
. It will be a needleſs undertaking , to prove 
that theſe Ends. are worthy of God; bur that 
which rather becomes us is to ſhew, That as 1t 
is the great deſign. of the Scriptural Revelation to 
repreſent this, and to acquaint us with the Me- 
thod that the Almighty Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


thought. fit to obſerve; ſo the Method as there 


C2 laid 


m—— 


16 The Divine Autority of the Scriptures: : 


laid down, is worthy of ſuch Wiſdom and Good- 
neis, as | ſhall now proceed to fhew in the two 
Inftances given. 

1/t. Tize Mechod Almighty God is in Scripture 
ſaid to take for the purifying and the perfecting 
Human Nature, is highly worthy of ſo glorious 
a Being ; and that is Threefold , Cautionary , 
Moral, and Supernatural. 

(1. ) That which I call Cautionary, is the 
way Almighty God was pleaſed to take for the 
repreſenting his Diſpleaſure againft Sin, and to 
make Mankind cautious of offending. The 
Means made uſe of before the Fall was a Penalty 
threatned, In the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
dye, Burt becauſe that had proved of ſo lit- 
tle force to reſtrain mankind, and: for fear leſt 
when God had received them into Favour after 
fuch* a Threatning, his Mercy and Indulgence 
might be abuſed'; and become an Encourage- 
ment to Sin, God added thereunto an Expiation 
(as has been before ſaid ), and: that to be made 
by his own Son; who from the Dignity of his 
Perſon, and the voluntary Oblation of himſelf, 
{ſhould be reputed as a Repreſentative of the 
whole, and the whole be eſteemed to ſuffer with 
him. By which means, as God's Mercy would 
be.abundantly teſtified in a deſign for redeeming 

'; - - thems 
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them ; ſo his Juſtice would be exemplified, when 
he that had no fin of his own, ſhould yer be 
made a Sin-offering,. and ſuffer for them. For 
how could they preſume after this to offend the 
Almighty Father , when rather than ſuffer his 
Laws to be violated, his Authority ſlighted, his 
Holineſs-and Juſtice diſparaged, or leave Man- 
kind under a temptation ſo to do, he would ex- 
preſs his hatred againſt {in, and his reſolution to 
puniſh it, by requiring and ſubſtituting. ſuch a 
Sacrifice as that of his Son in their ſtead 2. This 
is the apparent Reaſon of ſuchan Inſtitution ; and 
both the Inſticution and Reaſon of it are worthy 
of the Divine Counlel ;. ſince there isno way in 
which theſe things can be repreſented to greater 
advantage:, than by the Scripture-Scheme of 
Man's Redemption. | 

( 2.) There is the Moral Means, that ſerves 
the ſame end, viz, the purifying and perfecting 
Human Nature, te which Revelation gave the 
laſt and finiſhing hand. Ir is. true, thele Moral 
Principles are no other than Natural Maxims, 
and which were Nature, unaffilted, ſufficient for, 
might have been extracted out. of it. . Bute 
Mankind were no more able co-attain to that 
$kill of themſelves, than-an unexperienced per- 


ſon, and unacquainted with the Art-of Chymi- 
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ſtry, can extract fuch Exalted and, Generous Spi- 
rits out of the Bodies of Plants and Animals, as 
upon trial we find they are endued with. It is 
another Light we view Nature by ſince the com- 
municating of the Evangelical Revelation to 
the world. Nature and Reaſon now, are not 
the Nature and the Reaſon they were before, or 
are ſtill where that Revelation has not been 
known: And therefore if we would know what 
the force of thoſe Principles are, and. how far 
they operated by their own-power, and of them» 
ſelves, the way is notto judge of it as it appears 
rous, where-the Goſpel-Revelation is, but as it 
was in the ſtate of pure Heatheniſm, not except» 
ing the finer part of ic ( as it flouriſhed in Greece 
it ſelf ) and as it is now in ſome of the remote 
parts of the world, as in the Weſt-Indies, &c. 
For Gentiliſm it ſelf apparently mended upon the 
Publication of the Goſpel; and then their Mo- 


raliſts wrote with another ſtrein, than thoſe of | 


their own Sect did before that time. 

For in the Scripture there is ſuch an entire and 
compleat Syſtem of all things requiſite to the per- 
feAion of Human Nature ( as far as in this ſtate 
it is capable of it) that nothing is wanting for 
direCtion and obligation. | 

There we find the moſt Natyra] Characters 

of 
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of Good and Evil traced along from the firſt riſe 
in all their tendencies, and the juſt bounds of 
both deſcribed. There we have on one hand the 
molt enforcing Encouragements to Virtue and 
Goodneſs, and on the other the moſt neceſſary 
Cautions and Admonitions againit Sin ; and both 
fortified with proper Inftances and Examples. 
There we find the nobleſt Principles, and ex- 
ateſt Rules; and the great Lines of our Duty 
plaialy fer forth in their utmoſt extent; and that 
as well for the Regulation of the Thoughts and 
Deſires, as the Governmentof our Actions. 
| There we find that Duty enforced. by the high- 
eſt Obligation, by no leſs Anthority than that of 
God himſelf, whoſe Precepts and Injuncions 
they are declared to be, and not the mere re- 
fulrs of our own Nature and Reaſon. | 
And whereas Nature falls as ſhort in its San&i- 
ons (having only Conſcience to enforce them) 


. | as its Authority; when theſe Motal Principles 


become God's Laws, they have Rewards and 
Puniſhments of another kind annexed ro: them, 
and as everlaſting asour Souls, to bind chem up- 


ON us. 
So that as far as Nature thus directed and exci- 


ted can go, we have the. molt etfeual means in 
our power for the amendment and purification 
of it. But 
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But becauſe it is only ſo far inour own power, 
and char in the iflue we prove too remiſs in. the 
exerting of it; and that after all, Nature flags 
and recoils, and is too much Nature ſtill. Theres 
fore, x 
' ((3-) There isa Supernatural Means to render 
the other effe&tual, and to give encouragement 
and ſuccels to our endeavours; and that isa Power 
as Divine as the Authority, which is the affiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit of God. Look we upon the 
Morality of the greateſt Philoſophers, how poor 
is that ro the Do&rine of our Saviour and the 
Apoſtles? Look we upon the fruits of it, and 
there we {hall find them ſhort of their Principles ; 
and that the caſe was much with them as with 
the Stoical Poſidomus, that would not allow Paſ- 
ſions in Human Nature ; that when invaded by 
the Gout, might chide both that and himſelf for 
his ſenſation of it ; but the Diſeaſe and Nature, 
kept on their courſe, and would own no ſuch 
Authority. So it was with them that had only 
Nature to corre& Nature ; that while they pre- 
rended to bethe Phyſicians of it, could not cure 
themſelves, nor alter ſo much as Cuſtom, which 
had alterd that. | 

The Inſtances they give of a Philoſophical 
Cure, areas rare as the Miracles they ons ro 

ave 
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have been wroughr1n.the Temple of 4#/culapins, 
or by a Vefpafianz few.rand; queſtionable ;- a Pha: 
don,or a Polemm,,tocredit the Schools of a Socrates 


-or 2 Xenecrates; Bur the Inſtances of ſuch as were 


conyerted by our Saviour andApoſtolical Perſons, 
were like his Miracles, numberlets, and:not 0 
be diſputed. When the Goſpel flew like Light- 
ning through the earth, and became as [ucceisful 
in reforming, as teaching the world ; Nature by 
ic was changed, and the Temper became ſubject 
to the Divine Power. So that the Dodrine of 


Chriſt did turn thoſe that Tere immerſed in wickedneſs, ow 
to a life agreeable toi(Reaſon; and the praftice of all Fire _ a 


tue ;1 as: Origen ſhews, - and appeals to.his Adver- 
tary in. | "Þ oe 
And what was then done, would always be 
done, if there were not ſome obſtruction.on our 
part, either as to asking -thatiAfſiſtance ,-:or in 
the not improving it z \according;' to that of our 
Saviour, Matth. 13.12, Whoſoever bathand uſeth ir, 
to bn ſhall begiven, :and heifhall have more abundance. 

2dly. It is worthy of 'God,;'and becoming the 
moſt Benevolent as-well:as the moſt powerful of 
Beings,.to conſult what may be for. the happis 
neſs of the reaſonable::Nacure, : and co-propound 
chis as an encouragement to them inthe Perform: 
ance of that Service he expects and requires'of 
them, D And 
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And what can wake them happy, if the Or- 
der. and Method of Salvation revealed-in Scri- 
pture be nor ſufficient for it? Whereby they are 
nor only aſſured of the Protection and Blefling of 
Divine Providence in this Life, but alſo of a State 
of Immortality -in the Life to come : Where 
they ſhall be taken into the Enjoyment of their 
_ . Ever-bleſſed Creator ; and be fitted both in Body 
and Soul, by the Divine Power, for ſuch a Par- 
ticipation. | | 

To which | may add, That it is as worthy of 
God to reveal the Way by which that Happineſs 
is to be attained. I grant that by the uſe and 
power of Reaſon, and the fenſe we have of the 
diffexence between Good and Evil, we may learn, 
though obſcurely and very imperfe&ly, what is 
acceptable to-God : | Burt yer-without Revelation 
we are much in the dark, .and can as liccle know 
what is on or part neceſlary toward the attain- 
mene of that Happineſs, as we do what the 
Condition: of the Futyre State is, and; wherein 
_ the Happineſs of :it conſiſts; - - | 

There is as much difference between what is 
only ſuppoſed, and what is neceflary, asthere is 
berween what we hope for, and what is. certain. 
And therefore, as there needs a Revelation to al- 
fure us of that which wichout Revelation we on- 


ly 
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ly hoped for; fo there is as much need of Reve- 
lation to inform us of what is neceſſary to our 
Acceptance with God, and to our Happineſs in 
another world ; and without which we are lefc 
ro Conjecture only. So that as far as Certainty 
is to be preferr'd beyond Hope and Imagination ; 
and the Knowledge of what is neceſlary, is be- 
yond Conjecture; ſo much is the Comfort of 
Revelation beyond that of Nature; and lo much 
is it becoming Almighty God, who gave us our 
Nature and Being, to acquaint us with what may 
both make us happy, and lead us roit. Eſpeci- 
ally was this neceſſary, conſidering how- far the 
World had wandred out of the right way ; and 
what ſuperſtitious and infamous Rites had been 
taken up;and whatPraRtices diſhonourable. to the 
Deity and HumanNacture,had been uſed. And this 
way toHappineſs theScripture has plainly reveal'd, 

3dly. It is a Deſign worthy of God, to reveal 
Himſelf to the World, and to give Mankind a 
right Notion and Repreſentation of his Nature. 
The Being of God, is what the whole Creation 
proclaims; and there are ſome Attributes of his 
lye open to all, and are conſpicuous jn their 
effects, ſuch are his Wiſdom and Power. But 
there are others that we rather know by Infe- 


rence, and need a farther and brighter Light to 
| =s:-* inform 
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mform us tt; and ſuchare: his Goodneſs and his 
Mercy. And lince theſeare as effencial PerfeCti- 
ons of the Deity as the other, and exceed them 
in the influence they have upon mankird, as to 
onr Love and: Adoration of him; and.yet-are 
not fo legible in the Frame of: Nature, nor fo ob- 
ſervable in the Courle of his Providence as the 
other ; we cannot conceive bur that ir is as be- 
coming our Creator to'repreſent himſelf to be a 
God Gracious and Mercitul tm a Revelation to 
Mankind, as to be a God Great, Powerful, and 
Wiſe in the Creation. 'We fee how confuſed the 
Gentile World was in thetr Notion 'of rhe Supreme 
Power ; how inconfiſtently they thonght, and 
how low cheir Reprefentations were of the 
Deity : And ar beft they had a very-imperfect 
Notion of' thoſe Divine Atcribures'of Love and 
Goodneſs, 'of Pity and Compaſſion, of Indul- 
gence and Condefcenfion, of Patience and For- 
bearance,” of Mercy and Forgiveneſs, which the 
Scriprure repreſents vie and Perſpicuity: 

T here it is that we find the Alinighty Creator 
ftooping to the Creature, condeſcending to their 
Condition, bearing with their Infirmiries, pity- 
ing their Miferies, forgiving? heir Sins. There 
we hnd him reproving, arguing, following Sin- 
ners With importunity, and feaving nothing 'un- | 

oy: | done, 
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done, thar was conliftent with his 'Nacure and | 
Honour 'to do, toward: the Salvacjion'of Man- 
kind. And above all, I this was- manifeſted the 
love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent þ15 only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him, 4 Joh. 4. 9. F230 

So that if to reveal what was not otherwiſe 
to be known, concerning God's Reconciliatiorr 
tro Mankind, and the” Terms upon- which he is 
reconciled; if to reſtore Man to the ſtate he is 
fallen from, and to. promote him-to a ſtate of 
Purity, Perfe&tion, and+ Happinels ; if for God | 
ro reveal and” to render himfelf- acceptable to ws 
mankind by the moſt obliging CharaQters oF 4 
Love and Favour, be worthy of him; laftly, If 
to: reveal what is moſt worthy, of God, be'ix 
Character of Revelation, Then the Scripcure+is 
fuch, and what'is therein contained mult be from; 


God.. 


IH. A Character neceſlarily belongingito Res. 
velation, and by which the True is to be diſtin= 
guiſhed from the Falſe and Pretended, is a-Divine 
and Supernatural Evidence ; which is the ſame 
with . the Third General Head; viz. The Proof 
by whichthe Scripture's Claim-to Divine Reve- 
lation is to be made good ; and that is next.to be- 
conſidered, , Now: 


* ai.. 
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Now there are Three Inſtances of this kind, viz. 
Prophecy, Miracles, and the wonderful Succeſs 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Preferyation 
of it under the moſt Potent Oppoſition, and 
greateſt Dilcouragements, | 

( 1.) Prophecy. Thar is of ic ſelf a Revela- 
tion; and as it is what all Nations, as well Learn- 
ed as Barbarous, have acknowledged; ſo being an 
Inſtance of Revelation, it is a good Proot of 


"that Revelation which it doth accompany, and is 


interwoven with. And this is the cale before us ; 
for the Scripture being compoſed of matters of 
a different kind, cannot have the ſame fort of Evi- 
dence : But Prophecy being ſelf-evident ( when 
the Event has apparently anſwer'd the Predicti- 


-on ) and a Supernacural Evidence, is a good 


Proof to 'what has no ſuch Evidence; and which 


for the ſake of that Proof is as much a Matter of © 


Faith, and as credible,as the Prophecy it (elf ; be- 


caule ſuch a Teſtimony being a Teſtimony from | 


God, cannot be applied to the ſupport of a 
Falſhood. So that where there is Prophecy 
truly ſo, we may conclude that to be true, and 
to come from God, to which that Teſtimony is 
given ; forif the Teſtimony be Divine, the Do- 
Erine confirmed by it muſt be Divine allo. 


In 
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' In diſcourſing upon which, I premiſe, 

1. That there is ſuch a thing as Prophecy ; 
that things future have been predicted: Tilly ſaith, 
This all Nations have agreed m; as has been aforeſaid. 

2. That Prophecy is a good Teſtimony to 
what it is given (as have proved already ). 

So that there is nothing remains, but ro ſhew 
thar the Revelation in Scripture hath had this 
Teſtimony. 

. And of this there are twoſorts, Near, or Re- 
mote. Of both which we have an Inſtance in 
the Prophet ſent to Jeroboam, 1 Kings 13. 2. 

The Remote was, That a Child ſhould be: 
born, Joſiah by name, about 33o years after, who- 
ſhould burn mens bones upon that Altar. The 
Proximate (which we may otherwiſe call a Sign) 
was, That at that time the altar ſhould be rent, and: 
the aſhes poured out, If the Remote had been alone, 
it would have had little influence upon them who- 
| were moſt nearly concerned ; and therefore there 
needed ſome preſent Sign to verify it. But 
otherwiſe, the Remote is the ſtronger, eſpecial- 
ly when at ſuch a vaſt diſtance of time, as ſhall: 
render it impoſſible for Men or Angels to foreſee, 
or by any practices of theirs to accompliſh ; 
when it depends. upon Voluntary as Natural 


Agents, and is in the concluſion anſwered by a. 
Parallel 


— 
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Parallel Event, it is to After: Ages a-Ferrajn and 
:ndiſputable Evidence. 

To which if we add the Cneurrence of both, 
when there is a Chain and Series of Prophecies 
near and'remote, 1n a' certain and continued or- 
.der following each other, the firſt looking for- 
ward to-others that are to ſucceed, and the latter 
having a retroſpect to the former ; there is no 
reaſonable nor poſſible exception ro be made 
againſt rhe mater thus ceſtified, without except- 
ing agaialt the Teſtimony of DrnpRecy , COn-, 
trary to the ſenſe of all mankind, 
| As, for laſtance; if there be a Prophecy or 
Prophecies in ſeveral Ages, from which i plainly 
- gar that at ſuch a preciſe time, in ſuch an 

Age of the world, ſome Hundreds or T:outands 
Years after, there ſhould arife a certain Per- 
ſon, born at ſuch a place, and in an extraordinary 
way, and deſcended from ſuch and ſuch Proge- 
nitors, who ſhould come to reform Mankind ; 
and in confirmation of his Doctrine, ſhould per- 
form many aſtoniſhing Acts, and do many {us 
pernatural Works ; that at a certain time, and in 
a certain determined year, he ſhould be put to 
death by his own Nation, and upon it that Fu 
tion ſhould be captivated and Monng, ang 


Countrey deſolate ; it,js a Teſtimony not tO. 
diſproved, | 


a 
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And yet ſetting aſide the many Prophecies in - 
Scripture relating to particular Perſons and Fami- 
lies, ro the Jews and other Nations, I ſhall on- 
ly inſtance in ſome of thoſe concerning our Sa- 
viour ; and others of our Saviour's himſelf ; The 
former of which will appear to be exactly pa- 
rallel to the Caſe propoled. 


The firſt of thele is the Prediction immediate- 
ly after the Fall of Adam, and 4000 years before 
the aRtualCompletion of it ; T hat chere ſhould be 
-one born of the ſeed of the woman, and ſupernatural- Gen. 2. 
ly made of her alone (as Adam was our of the Earth 1+ 
without a Woman ) that ſhould bruiſe the ſer- GR 
pent's head, who had beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty. 
About 2000 years after which Prophecy, and 
ſo 2000 years before our Saviour, it was re- 
vealed to Abraham, That in his Seed, and by one Gal. 3. 
who ſhould deſcend from him, all the families of 1%: _ 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed; and which was afterward ;, 6c. 
renewed to l/aac and Jacob. | 
Again; about 1700 years before Chriſt, it 
was propheſied by Jacob, That Shiloh, or the 
Meſfiah, ſhould deſcend from his Son Judah. _ 49. 
About 1000 years before our Saviour's Birth, © 
David was exalted to the Throne, 'of whoſe Fa- 


mily the Me//iah: was to be a Branch; whence it 
Was 


LIMI 
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Mitth. was that he was commonly known among the 


22. 42, - Jews, by the Character of David's 90N,.., | 


[a the ſame Royal Prophet have we the Pre- 
diction of our Saviour's Death, RelurreQion , 
and Glorification ; and in very minute Circum- 
ftances, astothe fiſt of theſe, Vid. Pſal. 16. 10. 
22. 1,7, 8, 14, 16, 18. 110, Cc. Ht 

This is alſo the great Theme of Jaiah's Pro- 
phecy, 700 years before the Accompliſhmeanr, 
That thereſhould be a root out of Jeſſe, the 2le/- 
fiah, who ſhould dye for the, Sins of the People, 
be reje&ted by his own Natign, but be beljeved 
in by the Gentiles. Ia. 41.10, 42.10, Wc. 53. 

In the ſame Age lived Ficah , who foretells 


Mic. 5.2. the very Place he ſhould be born in, viz. Bethle- 


hem- Ephrata. | 
Laſtly ; About 5 00. years before our Lord's 
Incarnation, Dantel dire&tly points to the Time 


Dan. g. and the Year the Meſſiah ſhould ſuffer in, which 
24&c. wasto be in the midft of the Seventiech Prophe- 
Lev. 25, tical Week, (each of which confiſts of Seven 


8, 
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Years ) that. is,; the 49oth. Year, from the -De- 
cree of Artaxerxes for the Rebuilding of Jeruſalem. 
As may eaſily be:computed by Prolomy's Canon, 
and-reckoning the Years backward from the 
Death of our Saviour, ( which was in the Reign 
of Tiberius ) to ſome, fixed year of Artaxerxes. 

In 


* 
» mw 
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In- conſequence of which, the City. and San- 
tuary were to, be deſtroyed, and the whole 
Countrey laid deſolate, as with. a Flood. 
| _ This Conclufipn leads us. on to the Second 
Branch of ,Prophetical Obſervations, viz. our Sa- 

viour's own Predictions, which are very many ; 
but a moſt remarkable one is his Prophecy of the 
DeſtryRion of that People, City, and Countrey, 
faretold by Damel as to the very time ; and which 
our Saviour deſcribes ſo particularly, as if he had 
itat that inſtant before his eyes, whea he diſcour- 
ſed of. it to. his Diſciples. ..- ... | 

There he foretells, ® The preceding Signs, 
| as Famiaes, and fearful Sights, &c. * That ma- 
ny, Falſe Prophets. ſhould ariſe. * That. there 
ſhould þe;barbarpus Slaughters one of | anatber, 
X.'Fhat Jeruſalem ſhould be cloſely beſieged ; but 
withal, chat at that.time there ſhould Be an op- 
portunity: for eſcaping ;, which he adviſes them 
| to take; and to, fly to;the Mountains for preſent 

ſecurity. * That the Enemy ſhould at laſt caſt 
a Trench about it, and keep them. that, remained 
in po every.(ide., . .* That. he ſhould finally cake 
the City, and lay-it even with the grgund ; and 
that aot one ſtone of the ſtately Structure, the 
"Temple, ( which they they” were agmiring ) 
ſhould be left upon another. .,* ,Ehat the.ſfur- 
, E.-2 " viving 
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viv vingFews ſhotild beled' Captive into all- Nati- 
ons,' and never return xgain to that Band as Pro- 
prietors. © * And thaer all this'was becauſe they 
knew not the time of-*their'vilitation, * And 
thar this ſhould happeniinr that very Age, = 

Never was any Prophecy moreexpreſs, never 
any Sentence more terrible, nor more punEually 
fulfilled; as to allthe Particulars 'before-recited; 
and for which we may appeal to Joſephas the How: 
who was an Eye-witaeſs of all, 4nd as exactly 
deſcribes it as to thoſe Inſtances, as if he was wri- 
ting a Comment. upon onr Saviour's Prophecy: 
Toſeph.:.de Bell. 1.4, 5; 6, 7. | 

'And accordingly, as the Temple, though at- 
tempred: by 7ulian the Apoftate's Order, never 
could'be BUG 7 ( as the Heathen Hiſtorian Ammias 
wi Martellinus relates, _= 1.23: )- ſothat Peo: 
ple to this day remain Vagabonds, without: any 
certain place, diſperſed over the' world: 


Having traced this Subject chus far, we' may 


proceed. 

2. Another way by which we prove the 
Claim thzt the Matter of Scripture hath to-aDi- 
vineAuthotity, is Miracles ; of which kind there 
is nothing wanting that can reafonably be deſi- 
red ; ank& that either as to the Juldica, or Bent 
ftian Diſpenfation, 


\ 
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. . As for. Inſtance : .1f. a: Perſon. ſhould pretend 
that. he comes from God with'a Revelation, and 
which he' requires us to hearken to, on peril of 
f Damnation: What SarisfaQtion ſhould wedefire ? 
Surely if the Do&rine he. teaches;be 1n.ir ſelf 

credible, and worthy. of God, and what: inthe 
nature and tendency of it proves to be uſeful and 
beneficjal ro. Mankind, we haye as much Evie 
dence as the:nature gf. the thing will bear, And 
farther, if the Perſon upon whom we are to rely, 
doth openly and i. the fight of all ,. even of 
Enemies that watch him, as well as Friends, and 
in the:moſt Publick. Aſſemblies, cure all manner 
of Diſeaſes, though naturally incurable,by aWord, 
or a Touch, and evenat a diſtance. If hecom- 
mands the, Winds and the Seaz, þ* Good andthe 
Evil Angels, feeds Thoukand 2 Deſart with 
no, more than what would ſatisfy a:few, and 
raiſes the, Dead. If he tells the moſt ſecret 
| Thoughts, Inclinations, and. Practices of | his 
Enemies as well as Followers. Laſtly, .1f when 
himſelf is put to a.violent Dearth, he in a few 
days, according, ro his own, Prediction, riſes 
again, appears to, and converſes with thoſe that 
knew him when alive, | and ſaw him dead: And 
afcerwards in the view. of many' aſcends bodily 
np Heony 390 EVRA VEIL. 2 fa 
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ther Teſtimony of: his formet Miffion and prefene 
Glorification, iconfers'the ſame'6r like Power up- 
on his Diſciples: Who can reaſonably doubt 
of the Truth - what he has taught 2 
| I rigednot here draw the! hid, TCENTS 
And'if the Queſtion ſhould be pur, as it was 
by thoſe whom John the Baptiſt ſent, Art thou he 
that ſhould come ? Our Savjoug Anſwei will ſerve 
for onehere, Tell John what Wigs ye have heard un1 
ſeen, ow that the Blind ſee, 8&c. Luke 7. 19. 
There needs no greater. Evidence to convince 
Mankind, ' - ne Ny $3} 5 
-Anoth& Proof: of ike Diviic Adthericy 
of the Matter of Scripture , is the Event and 
Succeſs, correſpondent to, former  PrediQions. 
Such was that Jraftites in.” Cinagn'* And 
much" ol th Sidkry try Pro- 
reſs of the Goſpel, without any of Re Affi- 
i nce and Force which that People Mayes -arid 
when it had che. Force of Empergis a and nys to 
oppoſe —_ pk 
_Could ir hethoug he poſſible, ar fehn pic 
an rag Fe AY Wo had Seen bred np\co 
oyment, and had, ne viy teen ore of 
Ai or Coley, ſhotl&ezeh, ;by himſelf un- 
dertake FEnge and remiore Mes s, amon 
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Tempers, Cuſtoms, ;and: Language, . they. were 


altogether ſtrangers; and ſhould: prevail wich 
them to change their gods and their rs 
their Cuſtoms andicheir. Lives, ? -: 

- Could it þe thought that Men of 'no Autho- 
rity nor/lacereſt,” of -10/ Learning, Depth of 
Judgment, nor Subrilry i in Arguing, ſhould be 
able co-maintain and propagate @ DoEtride that 
{eemed-ro be fookfh and ablurd;'a-Dodrine of a 
Crucified Saviour, a Doctrine oppolice to the 
ſenſual Inclinations and Intereſts of Mankind, 
(as the ſtatevf the world then was:). a Doarine 


chat obliged them chat believed ic, ro profeſs" it 


with the Hazard of all that was Hear co them in 


this world, and upon no other FRCOnen geen 
than a Reward'in another. 2: 

And yet even this Doetrine, ſo meanly' attend 
ed, became ſo ſucceſsful, that according to our 


| Saviour's Prediction, Math. 24. 14. before the 


Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and within Forry years 
after his Death, the ſound of it went out into all the 
earth, Rom. 10. 18, Not to proceed further in 
this Argumene | than Scripture; In thoſe. early 
times we find Converts, if not Chatches, in'the 
molt frequented Cities for Trade, Learning, and 
Dominion ; in 'Corinth and Epheſus » Athens and 


Rome 3 incbe- Courts of Priwern, <xen of '2 Hle- 
a icy 
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where not? | 
Now if there had not beavel Truth i in > the Do- 
&rine ; If it had not been a Doctrine: worthy of | 
God, ſuicable coche Defires: and: Expectations of 
Mankind; If it had not had: a Supernatural Evi- | 
dence and Teftimony, and an Afliftance as great | 
as its Evidefice, i it could not'in thoſe Circumſtan- / 
ces have rmade:its own way, inor-bave proved in | 
the Event ſo powerful and ſucceſsful. ' No, it ! 
was God that choſe the fooliſh things of the world to cone | 
ound the wiſe, and the weak things of: the world to. con+ | 
found the things which were mighty :-And-it, muſt be | 
2 Revelation from him alone, thar had all theſe 
Teſtimonies on its fide to confirm ir. So that } 
we may conclude as we began, That it ever there | 
was a Revelation, the Revelation contained in 
Scripture is a Revelation, and'the only True * 
Revelation now in the World. 
-::Andif ſo it be, then: what an Obligation is | 
there upon us to obſerve it > When 'tis God ſpeak- | 
ing tO Us, Þe 0ght to give the more earneſt heed to the | 
things we bave heard from him,leſt at any time we ſhould © 
let them flip, Heb. 2. 2. © | 'FINIS. 
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- In the Licenſe-to this Sermon, for May t. read May 4. 
P. 40. [. 5. r. Good-will. P. 12. l, - 3: after God put a (;) 
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